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New policy
for changes
to major
discussed
BY JOHN CORUM
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Changing one’s major once required little interaction between
students and their respective departments. A new policy amendment to be presented before the
Student Government Association
for discussion and approval seeks
to facilitate and regulate that interaction.
Recommended by the Faculty
Senate as a step to aid retention
and achievement, the draft policy
reforms the process by which students declare and change their major programs.
According to the resolution from
the Faculty Senate, the first portion
of the two-part proposal would require students to declare a major
before completing a set number of
hours on campus.
The second part of the proposal
would set up a preferred window
during which change-of-major requests would be facilitated. Though
not compulsory, requests submitted during this window would be
reviewed by the new department
in time for the student to register
for classes in his or her new degree
program for the next semester.
Tammera Race, representative of
the Academic Quality Committee
of the Faculty Senate, explained the
proposed changes are designed to
increase communication between
students and their department during the change-of-major process.
“The main impetus is to make
SEE CHANGES PAGE A3
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Minimum wage bill adds to financial headache
BY SHELBY ROGERS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Kentucky’s minimum wage debate
could affect WKU student workers and
other university employees.
House Bill 1, sponsored by House
Speaker Greg Stumbo, D–Prestonburg,

seeks to raise minimum wage to $10.10
by 2016. The last time the minimum
wage was increased was 2009.
If passed by the Senate, the bill
would cost the university an estimated
$421,000 the first year and an additional
$862,000 at the biennial’s end, senior
vice president for Finance and Admin-

istration Ann Mead said.
President Gary Ransdell said university officials are currently identifying how
many student workers are on payroll to
minimize student job loss.
“We don’t want to eliminate jobs in
order to pay for the increase,” Ransdell
SEE WAGES PAGE A2

Mariah’s set to move from historic building in April
BY LEAH BROWN
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

A family walks into Mariah's on Friday. The restaurant occupied the Mariah
Moore House, the oldest standing brick structure in Bowling Green, but new
ownership plans to move the business to a new location in Hitcents Park
Plaza in April. KREABLE YOUNG/HERALD
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Bowling Green's historic restaurant,
Mariah's, will be relocating in April.
MR Group President Clinton Mills announced Feb. 3 his new ownership of Mariah’s restaurant, as well as his new plans for
the business. He intends to move the restaurant from the Mariah Moore House on
State Street to the Hitcents Park Plaza.
The Plaza will include a parking garage
and five new restaurants. There will be
three fast-casual restaurants, each specializing in either Italian, Mexican or Asian
cuisine. The other two will be full-service
restaurants, one being Mariah’s, and the
other a sports bar. Mariah’s will occupy the
first floor.
“They are an anchor restaurant in Bowling Green, and the opportunity arose and
it was something we didn’t hesitate to do,”
Marketing Coordinator for Hitcents, Syd-

nee Dorris, said. “We were excited to have
them here.”
Mariah's general manager, Jodi Fleming, denied to comment on why they had
to sell.
Fleming said she thinks the change is a
great thing and that it will help move the
business forward. The new location opens
lots of career opportunites, and the new
building has many advantages.
The restaurant will remain open at its
current location until its move in April
2014.
The current Mariah’s staff will transfer
to the new location. Hitcents plans to hire
300 new employees for the other four restaurants.
“All the staff is awesome and fun to work
with,” Mariah’s employee and WKU student Lizzie Kappes said.
Dorris said that everything else about
the restaurant will remain the same, with
SEE MARIAH'S PAGE A3
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Shannon Lay, Bowling Green junior

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
said.
The additional cost to maintain student workers and other university
employees on minimum wage compounds Gov. Steve Beshear’s proposed
2.5 percent budget cut to public universities, potentially leading to a $1.8 million loss for WKU.
Wages would increase incrementally
during the fiscal biennial, increasing wages to $8.20 per hour this year,
then to $9.15 per hour in July 2015 and
$10.10 by 2016.
After nearly three hours of heated
debate on the floor, the bill passed the
House with a 54-to-44 vote last Thursday evening. The Republican-controlled Senate will begin reviewing the
bill next week.
Robbin Taylor, vice president for
Public Affairs, said the university will
continue to track the bill, as well as Beshear’s budget proposal.
“We are obviously interested and
monitoring it because of the financial
impact for which we will need to plan,”
she said in an email.
The average minimum wage worker
in Kentucky currently earns around
$15,080 a year, Stumbo said. If passed,
the bill would raise that number to
$21,008.
Full-time enrolled WKU students pay
$8,722 in tuition and fees per year, according to the WKU tuition and fees
schedule. If the Kentucky Council on
Postsecondary Education allows for a
4 percent increase in tuition, WKU students would add another $350 to their
current tuition, paying nearly $9,071 in
tuition and fees per year.
Ransdell said even a tuition increase

I don’t think the
university would
want to keep so many
student workers if they
have to pay them so
much more.”
wouldn’t solve a number of budgetary
woes currently faced by the university.
Florence senior Emily Kemp works at
the WKU bookstore. Although the history and social studies major makes
more than minimum wage, she said
her salary wouldn't be enough to pay
for college.
“I believe they [the university] should
do what's in the best interest of their
students and faculty, whether that's cut
funding or cut students' jobs,” she said.
“A mix of both will probably happen. At
the bookstore, I know we are constantly
examining hours for employees and
budget, and they are very conscious of
that and use their funds and employees
efficiently.”
Bowling Green junior Shannon Lay, a
middle school math/science and math
education double major, works in the
math tutoring lab at the current minimum wage of $7.25 per hour.
“I'd love some extra cash in my pocket, but I'd be worried about losing my
job,” the middle grades math major
said. “I don't think the university would
want to keep so many student workers if they have to pay them so much
more.”

Crime reports
• Maelee Fleming, a freshman
from Smyrna, Tenn., reported cash
and a credit card stolen from her
room in Pearce Ford Tower on Feb.
8. The estimated value of the stolen
items is $100.
• The fire alarm was activated on
Feb. 8 at the Sigma Nu fraternity
house.
• Police arrested Tyron Christian,
a freshman from Owensboro on a
Bowling Green Police Department Ewarrant for failure to pay/appear on
Feb. 9 at Hugh Poland Hall.

Visit wkuherald.com
for an interactive
crime map
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WKU lawsuits remain stagnant over past semester
BY SHELBY ROGERS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Pending litigation involving WKU
hasn’t advanced far in the judicial
process since last semester, according to chief legal counsel Deborah
Wilkins.
Two cases currently sit in the pre-trial discovery phase. Here, the respective
parties have begun to collect depositions so that the lawsuits might move
closer to their resolutions.

Cheryl Lewis-Smith v. WKU is one
such case. Former WKU employee
Cheryl Lewis-Smith claimed her position was eliminated due to her race and
age. The trial has been ongoing since
Jan. 2012.
The other case taking depositions
is Marilyn Gardner v. WKU. Gardner
alleges she was discriminated against
based on disability.
The most recent case involving
the university, Terry Reagan v. WKU,
remains pending as the discovery

phase of the case proceeds. Reagan,
a former employee, filed suit alleging
he was fired due to age discrimination. His suit was filed in October last
semester.
A case involving a 2012 Miss Kentucky State Pageant contestant added more WKU employees to her suit
against the pageant organization in
Jan. 2013. However, there is still no trial
date set, and the discovery phase of the
suit is proceeding.
The university’s oldest pending liti-

gation currently awaits a decision from
the Kentucky Court of Appeals.
Ongoing since 2009, the case of
Elizabeth Esters centers on a former
university employee who claimed her
employment contract was breached by
WKU. Following the court’s decision in
Jan. 2013, WKU appealed the decision
to the Court of Appeals.
Wilkins said if a decision isn’t
passed down soon regarding the case,
it could be another six months before
it’s closed.

Think Tank Café expands menu, adds veggie options
BY TREY CRUMBIE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Peggy Bates, owner

Students eating lunch on South Campus now have more food options to
choose from.
SMARTS Think Tank Café, which provides food services on the South and
Glasgow campuses, is expanding its
menu. The cafeteria replaced the food
court on South Campus last semester.
Peggy Bates, owner of the SMARTS
Think Tank Café, said the South Campus menu will now include quesadillas,
muffins, cinnamon rolls and vegetarian items.
Bates said some of the additions of
the menu were suggested, while others were already being served on the
Glasgow campus.
“We are really aware of the benefits
of vegetarian dishes and we wanted
to add those here as an option,” Bates
said.
Bates said because the SMARTS Think
Tank Café is not a franchise, it allows for
more flexibility in the menu.

We wanted it to be a place where people
come over, hang out, talk with their friends,
use their computer, eat and just enjoy that
time they have away from class.”

MARIAH'S

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
the exception of a few new menu items.
“You can get your chicken and buttons and your galaxy pie just like you
can right now,” Dorris said.
Mills bought Mariah’s from its previous owner Rick Kelley. Kelley was hired
as a consultant for the new location.
Fleming, who has been with Mariah's
for 32 years, was also hired as the gen-

CHANGES

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
sure that’s an organized process,
when the students change their major that the discussion is happening
between both the department that
the student is leaving and the department that the student is going to,”
Race said.
If approved, the changes would ap-

“We can change it up so that the student likes what we’re serving,” Bates
said.
Bates said the cafeteria will also begin
selling smoothies in the spring.
The cafeteria will also begin to sell
general items, such as paper and pens,
in the coming weeks. Big Red Dollars
will also be accepted as payment once
the items will be available for sale.
The SMARTS owner said the cafeteria
also has more seating, repainted walls
and a TV. Bates said the changes were

made because she wanted the cafeteria
to be a more welcoming place than it
was last semester.
“It just wasn’t a warm environment,”
she said. “We wanted it to be a place
where people come over, hang out, talk
with their friends, use their computer,
eat and just enjoy that time they have
away from class.”
Bates said because the cafeteria on
the Glasgow campus lacks a commercial kitchen, some of the new food offered on South Campus cannot be of-

fered in Glasgow.
“A lot of these things that we have
here, we can’t have there,” Bates said.
“…We don’t have the equipment or the
wherewithal to do that.”
Bates hopes that changes sometime
in the future.
Bates said she has learned a lot about
catering to students on South Campus
and how their needs are different from
those of Glasgow students.
“It’s a non-traditional versus a traditional student,” she said. “It’s just a different animal.”
Bates said student responses have
been encouraging.
“Some students we see every day,”
she said. “We’re just thrilled for people
who walk through the door and give us
a try.”
Clarksville, Tenn., freshman Marcel
Mayo said he likes the changes SMARTS
Think Tank Café has made.
“I eat here pretty much every Monday, Wednesday and Friday,” Mayo
said. “I like the environment. It’s very
comfortable and homely.”

eral manager for MR Group’s restaurants.
The Mariah Moore House is the oldest standing brick building in Bowling
Green and is listed on the National
Register of Historic Places. Elizabeth
and George Moore built the house in
1818 for about $4,000. According to
Mariah’s website, the house was purchased in 1979 by Kelley and was transformed into the restaurant. In 1995, a
fire destroyed a majority of the house,

but most of it was rebuilt to its original
structure.
The next use for the building is still
unknown. It will go up for sale within
the next few weeks.
“I think [the move] is sad because
that building has a lot of history and
sentimental value for Mariah’s,” Louisville sophomore Andi Nichol said.
Dorris said they hope for the loyalty
of the customers to remain the same
and they understand that change is

hard. Fleming believes that customers
will be fine once they see the new establishment and will be happy with the
change.
“We can’t wait for everybody else
to see what’s going on down here and
know that even though the atmosphere
is changing, to an extent, there has been
a lot of effort and thought and time to
make sure that the quality and the service and experience is just as wonderful as it is right now,” Dorris said.

ply to all students, not just incoming
freshman, Race said.
“Major changes and big decisions
like that are tied to retention," Race
said. "The primary thing is to create a
structure and document that structure
and make sure all the parties are in
communication.”
The policy now requires formal approval by the Administrative Council
and President Gary Ransdell, a decision that will be made following review

and comment on the proposed change
from the SGA.
Keyana Boka, SGA president, said
an official resolution will likely be composed by the SGA following discussion
of the proposal, and an open forum to
be held on Feb. 18.
“Hopefully we can get a guest speaker, either Dr. [Joelle] Carter or Provost
Emslie himself to help address questions, and there be an open forum
where all students are invited and en-

couraged to listen in and ask questions
before we make a decision officially,”
Boka said.
A resolution has not yet been written by the SGA either for or against
the proposal. That decision will be
shaped by the discussion at next
week’s meeting.
“We can make our decision of
whether it’s best for students or it’s not
what students want,” Boka said.

Visit us online for more news coverage and photos
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HEALTH MATTERS

How you
handle stress
can impact
your future
BY RYAN HUNTON
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM
We all become
stressed at various
points in our lives.
According to WKU
Health Services educator Lauren Tuttle, we can control
stress by recognizing how to reduce,
HUNTON
prevent and cope
Columnist
with the things that
cause it.
“Common causes of negative
stress we typically see are when
students procrastinate, get too
involved or busy or have financial issues or difficulties with a
roommate, girlfriend, boyfriend
or family,” Tuttle says. “Stress is
one of the top academic impediments for college students at
WKU, and if not dealt with properly, it can affect their school
work, sleep, relationships and
health by wearing down the body
and weakening their immune
system.”
How you handle stress each day
can determine how much energy,
mental focus and motivation you
have, and it can have a great impact
on your future.
“How one perceives a stressor
plays a very large role in how the
body handles the stress,” Tuttle
says. “An optimistic view allows the
body to bounce back to a normal
level of alertness quicker than the
pessimistic thinking style.”
Here are some tips for handling
stress this semester:
Exercise: Stress in itself is not
bad for health. Exercise is an
example of beneficial stress.
It trains our bodies and minds to
not be easily overwhelmed or worn
down by the challenges that we
must face each day.
Exercise and regular activity may
be the most effective ways to prepare your body and mind for the
demands of the semester.
Deep
breathing:
Deep
breathing can instantly provide a relieving effect against
stress. By consciously controlling your breathing rate by slowing it down and taking in deeper
breaths, you control one aspect of
the stress response. This quickly
causes the rest of the body to respond.
Simplify: Life can become
complicated at times. When
it does, simplify. Tuttle emphasizes the importance of time
management skills in reducing
and preventing some unnecessary
school-related stress.
Get help: There are several services available on
campus. The Health and
Fitness Lab in the Preston Center offers massages at $25 for
students as well as yoga, Zumba
and other fitness classes. Individual counseling is available at
the Counseling and Testing Center.
Get out: Throughout the
semester, there will be
music and recreation activities at WKU and in Bowling Green. And spring is right
around the corner!
Check my column online at
wkuherald.com for more about
stress and how to overcome it.

Campus closure apparently not an option 1
THE ISSUE: While all of WKU's
other regional campuses have had
school closings due to hazardous
conditions, main campus has yet
to experience any closings, despite
weather conditions being hazardous
in Bowling Green.

OUR STANCE: While we understand
that college campuses don't close as
much as high school campuses—
which we agree they shouldn't—we
believe there should be times when
there are exceptions, especially this
inclement season.

L

ook, we get it: closing a college
campus can be a real pain, especially when so many faculty
and staff members are involved in the
process.
Provost and vice president Gordon
Emslie said he is the one who calls
the shots when President Gary Ransdell is out of town.
“Pretty early in the morning we
check around 4 o'clock or so to assess whether things are safe basically,” he said. “Then I make a recommendation to the chief of police,
who calls me around 5:30 and advises me of what's happening. We
talk about it then make a recommendation.”
Emslie said there's a difference between closing campus entirely and
simply canceling classes for students
and leaving the rest of campus open.
“Which side of the spectrum do we
want to be on,” Emslie said. “A residential campus where we don't want
to close, or do we close if there's any
chance at all (of bad weather)?”
President Ransdell said that those

who do not commute must be taken
into account when making the decision.
"We also have to consider the fact
we have 5,000 students living on campus, and most of our faculty and staff
live relatively close to the campus,"
he said. “So on nights that we get
snow when it comes down to making
that decision to close altogether or
open up late, we'll survey the condition of our streets and walkways on
and off campus, knowing that if we
close that we have a lot of students
on campus that are going to get out in
the weather themselves because they
have free time.”
While that may be the case for local students on days with snow accumulations, this season we have experienced ice and sleet, which do not
make for safe or fun sledding trips
down the hill near Van Meter.
According to the Western Kentucky University 2012 book, campus
capacity is 4,958. Not including students abroad, those who only take
online courses, and regional campuses, the rest of the student population is made of those who must
commute to our main campus and
who must deal with the ice and sleet
not only walking on campus, but
driving great distances on potentially heavy and dangerous roads to
campus.
Ransdell said he understands why
those who choose not to commute
because of poor conditions make
such a decision.
“My message to anyone who lives
some distance from the campus is
to be thoughtful and be careful,”
he said. “Don't drive, even if we're
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open, if it's dangerous. Our faculty
will work with you if you miss a class
because of weather. It's entirely possible that streets could be just fine in
and around campus but somewhere
out in the county on a rural road it
could be treacherous. We can't close
the campus because rural roads are
a little treacherous because of everybody else that it involves. People
need to use good judgment, even if
we're open.”
While Ransdell's advice is wise
and should be taken into consideration, we know it's not that simple.
While some professors may be more
forgiving of multiple absences due to
weather, not all are. In fact, some professors do not distinguish between
unexcused and excused absences.
You may have four absences because
you couldn't take your kids or yourself to school, but your professor may
not care about the excuse, and you
may fail the course.
Not calling off classes inevitably
gives those who live on or near campus an unfair advantage, and given
the fact that a good deal of WKU's
students are commuters, we believe
that the faculty needs to take all students into consideration.
We understand that the decision
to call off classes or close campus
down completely is not a light one.
However, when it comes to the safety of the majority of our students on
days when the weather is obviously
hazardous, we believe the decision is
an obvious one.
This editorial represents the majority opinion of the Herald's 9-member editorial board.
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VOICE YOUR OPINION
Opinion 270.745.4874
opinion@wkuherald.com
The Herald encourages readers to
write letters and commentaries
on topics of public interest. Here
are a few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250
words. Commentaries should be
about 500 words and include a
picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't
submit plagiarized work.
3. For verification, letters and
commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number, home
town and classification or title.

4. Letters may not run in every
edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to
edit all letters for style, grammar,
length and clarity. The Herald
does NOT print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received
by 7 p.m. on Sunday and Wednesday.
DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO
NOT reflect those of Western
Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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FOR RENT
Grande Haven Villas
Newly constructed one and two bedroom luxury apts.
Great location off Campbell Lane on Industrial Dr.
Spacious floorplans. Close to WKU Shuttle.
Ask about our move-in Specials!
Crye-Leike Property Management:
(270) 781-7888

HELP WANTED
WaterWorks Auto Wash
is now hiring part-time help.
Apply in-store at 763 Bakersfield Way or call
(270) 393-9904.
Cheetah Clean Auto Wash
is looking for administration/marketing/assistant/runner.
Flexible hours. Apply online at cheetahclean.com
941 31W Bypass | (270) 842-0286

Place a classiﬁed
ad in the Herald
today!
LINE CLASSIFIEDS
start at $6 per issue

DISPLAY CLASSIFIEDS
start at $7.25 per issue

ACROSS
1 “According to __”
4 Pitfalls
9 “__ to Live With Your
Parents (For the Rest of
Your Life)”
12 Feeling of wonder
13 “Breaking __: LA”
14 King Kong, for one
15 “__ About You”
16 Birthplace of the
baby girl adopted on
“The Little Couple”
17 Get __ of; eliminate
18 Floating airship
20 Hayworth and
Moreno
22 Role on “Castle"
26 Went __; was widely
viewed on YouTube
27 Fish eggs
28 “Not __ Stranger”;
Frank Sinatra movie
29 Feel sick
32 Hatcher and Garr
33 Actor on “Agents of
S.H.I.E.L.D.”
39 Way too fat
40 Actress Dorothy __
of “Mama’s Family”
42 Musician Jon __ Jovi
43 “Sorry about that,
__”; Maxwell Smart’s
line on “Get Smart”
47 “Much __ About
Nothing”
48 Suffix for graph or
meteor
49 Drama series for
James Brolin and
Connie Sellecca
50 “The __ Skelton
Hour”
51 Wall and Easy: abbr.
52 Mattress brand
53 Yrbk. section

Call (270
(270)745-2653 to sponsor a puzzlee today!

DOWN
1 Vertical part of a door
frame
2 “__ the Line”; Johnny
Cash song
3 Social __; Facebook,
Twitter, etc.
4 Capital of Taiwan
5 LBJ’s successor
6 First __; emergency
treatment
7 Fraternity letter
8 “__ Tank”
9 “__ Hart”
10 Morphine or codeine
11 Marries
19 “Teen Mom”
network

21 Suffix for wind or
sand
23 Actor Benjamin __
24 __ up; relaxed
25 Barton or Bow
29 Costello’s pal
30 Dunne and Ryan
31 “__ Miserables”
33 “__ Away”; Sam
Waterston drama series
34 Pigpen
36 Computer repairmen,
for short
37 Sharif and Epps
38 Political activist and
presidential candidate
Ralph __
39 Japanese sashes

41 Gives a silent assent
44 Garden tool
45 Give __ go; try
46 Sushi bar offering

SUDOKU PROBLEMS
Email advertising@wkuherald.com
for more information.

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for
misleading or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please
use caution when answering ads, especially when asked to send money
or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not
responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

Download
the new
WKUHERALD
app on
iTunes and
Google Play
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BOOTS, CHAPS &

COWBOY HATS

Kyle Paige, of Celina, Tenn., is thrown back while competing in the bareback bronc riding during the Lone Star Championship Rodeo at L.D. Brown Agricultural Exposition
Center in Bowling Green on Saturday. JABIN BOTSFORD /HERALD

Preston Fowlkes III, of Calvert City, Ky., watches a horse show while waiting for
the start of breakaway roping competition during the Lone Star Rodeo.
IAN MAULE/HERALD

Oralee Madison, 6, of Crawford, Ky. blows a bubble with her gum backstage before
her entrance for the National Anthem during the Lone Star Championship Rodeo at
the L.D. Brown Agricultural Exposition Center on Saturday.
ADAM WOLFFBRANDT/HERALD

ABOVE: Bulls wait before the start of the
bull riding competition during the Lone
Star Rodeo. IAN MAULE/HERALD
LEFT: A cowboy adjusts his saddle backstage during the Lone Star Championship
Rodeo. ADAM WOLFFBRANDT/HERALD
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WKU Dance
presents
‘The Dance
Project’
BY KRISTINA BURTON
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
WKU Dance Company students
will grace the stage Feb. 14-16 and
perform original pieces portraying
an array of stories and styles in “The
Dance Project,” which is part of the
Department of Theatre and Dance
Next Stage Series.
Although some pieces have been
choreographed and rehearsed by
students over the past few months,
pieces choreographed by returning WKU alumni have to be set and
performed within a week’s time
leading up to the performance.
Rebecca Gotsch, a 2009 WKU
graduate from St. Louis, Missouri
and one of the alumni choreographers for “The Dance Project,” said
it allows WKU dancers to get their
feel of the choreography process.
“Along with it being another performance opportunity, they get the
experience of going through the
process of creating a dance, having
to teach it, and then performing it,”
Gotsch said.
Amanda Clark, an associate professor of theatre and dance, said
“The Dance Project” is an opportunity for students to have their own
concert.
“'Dance Project’ is entirely student produced,” Clark said. “It’s
their own concert with their own
work. They get to cast the dancers they choose, work with lighting
designers, and create a full-length
production of their own.”
Kylene Stephens, a 2013 WKU
graduate from Russiaville, Ind., and
another of the alumni choreographers, said the theme of her dance
is the struggle with alcoholism.
“It’s about turning to alcohol for
your problems and getting lost in
that vice and using it as an excuse
for not reaching your full potential,”
Stephens said.
Gotsch said her piece is based on
chaos and is called “Let The World
Turn By.”
“One dancer is going to rush, going from thing to thing, and there
will be two others that go at a slower
pace,” Gotsch said.
“My dance was kind of already
set because I’ve been graduated
longer and I’m a dance teacher, so
I’m reworking it. I also expect some
things to change because these
dancers have more ability and the
space will be smaller.”
Jade Primicias, a Mayfield junior,
said she auditioned for “The Dance
Project” because she had just returned from studying abroad in
Harlaxton and therefore wasn’t able
to be in any of the previously choreographed pieces.
“It’s a good opportunity to get
experience in performances, and
it’s also a great opportunity for students and alumni to collaborate together,” Primicias said.

Head of WKU’s Department of Geography and Geology professor David Keeling has completed several international
trips including a 25,000 mile cape to cape expedition. Keeling has taken WKU students on study abroad trips since
1994 and has been appointed as a University Distinguished Professor. ADAM WOLFFBRANDT/HERALD
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Geography head travels to spread knowledge
BY MACKENZIE MATHEWS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
David Keeling, head of the Geography and Geology Department, has made it his mission to spread
the importance of geography throughout the world.
He has found that taking several 25,000-mile expeditions a year helps support his endeavor.
The excursions generally take up to three weeks
and aim to convey the importance of geography to
individuals in both business and industry. Keeling
gives lectures on their destinations’ geographical elements, including history, economics and culture.
He highlighted the importance of understanding
how vast a subject geography is.
“Everything on the planet is structured around
the interaction of people and places over time and
space. That’s geography,” Keeling said. “It’s not just
about capitals and highest mountains and longest
rivers.”
Over the past 18 years, Keeling has gone on over
20 trips, working with the American Geographic
Society to educate participants on the impact geography has around the world. Many of them often
make influential decisions that, whether they realize it or not, involve geography, Keeling explained.
“Our mission is to really promote a spatial, geographic way of thinking about how the world works,
because things are so integrated,” Keeling said.
“The idea is to help them (participants) understand
the geographic perspective: that place matters, ge-

ography matters.”
Keeling continued to explain that a lack of geographic knowledge can have lasting effects, like
the United States’ international disputes that have
played out over the last several years.
“If you think about some things we have gotten
involved in as a government over the years — in Afghanistan and Iraq and other places — a lot of the
mistakes that are made are because we don’t understand geography,” he said.
James Polk, assistant geography professor, said
Keeling gives the travelers a deeper understanding
than they would otherwise receive as tourists.
“He is able to really help them get fully immersed.
Experience that true culture — the food, the place,
learn the full history and the full geography,” Polk
said. “It makes their experience much richer, and I
think a lot of people take that back and share it.”
A part of the immersion experience includes
finding a local cause to donate to or invest in at every
destination. Keeling said that many participants are
frequently looking for investment opportunities, so
it is important for them to understand the business
possibilities in poorly developed countries.
“If you can get people to look at opportunities
and look at the resources and see how the United
States and this particular country might interact economically, then it opens up opportunities for the
local people, and for business people and investors
in the United States,” he explained.
Keeling’s devotion to spreading geographic

SEE CAPE PAGE B2

Website creator Paul Porter gives lecture on diversity
BY ANNA LAWSON
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

WKU prides itself on being a diverse
campus that is home to many different
races, religions and cultures. This year,
the Office of Institutional Diversity and
Inclusion is celebrating that diversity
in a number of ways for Black History
Month.
On Thursday, entertainment personality and businessman, Paul Porter,
became part of WKU's month-long celebrations.
Porter spoke in the Gary Ransdell
Hall Auditorium about his life as well
as the changing face of media. The interactive discussion was called “Connecting the Dots: Black Media and the
Civil Rights Era and Distortions of Main
Stream Media.”
Paul Porter, CEO of Raprehab.com, gives a lecture at Gary Ransdell Hall as a part of
Porter touts an extensive list of creBlack History Month on Thursday. DOROTHY EDWARDS/HERALD
dentials and accomplishments. Not

only is he the CEO and Founder of Raprehab.com, an online site dedicated
to music, culture and unbiased news
dissemination, but he has also been the
program director and talent for BET, a
consultant for AOL Music, and worked
for the NBA and Sound Exchange. Andrea Garr-Barnes, the director of the
Office of Institutional Diversity and Inclusion, coordinated the event and said
Porter knows how to have an interactive conversation.
“I chose to have Paul speak because
I had become familiar with his work,"
she said. "I thought that he had a voice
that students can identify with. He
doesn't try to be hip or cool. He isn't
talking at the students, but he is talking
with them.”
Porter started off the evening by encouraging students to take advantage
of the opportunities they are presented
SEE REHAB PAGE B2
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education holds roots at WKU, where
he has worked for the last 21 years.
Polk said Keeling has been bringing
his experiences back to the department for the classroom and fellow
faculty.
“He brings a lot of good experience and exposure to the department,
which helps us attract students,” Polk
stated. “They get to see if you go into
this field, this is what you could do.
This is the type of experience you can
get.”

Polk has felt great encouragement from Keeling's travels and
career as a geographer and professor.
“I think that he pretty much defines
what a geographer is, and how they
should be, because it’s really hard to
talk about geography and talk about
landscapes and all the different types
of comparisons without visiting and
experiencing it,” he said. “He is probably the most inspiring person that I’ve
worked with to make me want to do
that and really embrace my discipline
more.”
Keeling takes advantage of every
chance he gets to spread geographi-
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James Polk, Assistant Geography Professor

He is able to really help them get fully immersed.
Experience that true culture — the food, the place,
learn the full history and the full geography."
cal knowledge. He said he has spoken to the director of the CIA and
CEOs of Fortune 500 companies,
and it is rewarding to assist their understanding of geography themes
like climate change or resource distribution.

Paul Porter, CEO of Raprehab.com
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with in college.
“You have to remember that what
you do for the next five to ten years is
really going to shape your life,” Porter
said to the group.
Porter spoke about how he got his
start in college radio when he was
working just to get his voice out there
and spread his message.
“If you have the right message, people will listen," Porter said. "Growing
that message to other people is where
it gets hard.”
Garr-Barnes hoped to encourage
students to realize that they have the
power to make changes and share their
voices too.
“I want the students to understand
that each of us has power," she said.
“We have the power to do so much
more than just not watch or listen
to something. We have the power to
change it. We are educated people, and
we can come together collectively.”
Porter, stereotypes said passed
down through generations, and there
are a lot of support groups to help deal

You have to remember that what you do for the
next five to ten years is really going to shape your
life."
with them.
“There are always going to be different opinions,” he said. “But I feel
sad for them, they are undereducated.
There is no excuse to be misinformed,
there are so many ways to get information.”
Porter went on to talk about how it is
important to not just go with the status
quo, but to speak up.
He explained when he switched
from being an observer to an activist.
A song by Rah Digga entitled “Party
and Bullshit,” released in 2003, began its second verse with the lyrics,
“I beat that bitch with a bat.” Porter
said a 12-year-old girl asked him to
stop the song from playing on the radio because it was the exact situation
she was experiencing at home. Porter
was able to get the song off the radio

for the girl.
“Sometimes you've got to put people in check,” he said. “I question everything that I hear and everything that
I see.”
Porter encouraged students to get
their voices out there and start a blog or
create a website.
“Really spend some time with yourself, and think about what you're going
to carve out,” he said.
Hannah Roberts, a freshman from
Trimble County, said she joined the audience because she is from a town that
isn't very diverse.
“I came from a small town that was
mainly white,” she said. “I wanted a
perspective on African-American culture and to learn how to voice my opinions.”
Porter explained to the audience

“It’s just a great opportunity for me
to go out and preach the gospel of geography to people who don’t know
much about it,” he said. “The traveling is fun, but the interaction with the
people is very rewarding, which is why
I do it.”

that it is important to increase the
amount of news they read so that
they can develop a sensitivity to
news production and become better
informed.
“If we are getting our news from
Facebook and Twitter alone then it is
going to be bad in the future,” he said.
Porter tied news transmission to the
music industry, and said that the media
platforms have suffered from a lack of
diversity over the past few years.
“It’s not really about censorship. It’s
about balance,” he said.
According to Porter, stereotypes in
the news are more than just black and
white.
“It is so much bigger than race,”
Porter said. “There needs to be some
unity.”
Wrapping up, Porter reminded the
audience to be careful of its digital footprint.
“So many people don't take active
roles with the opportunities they are
given,” he said. “The sort of participation you have is what sets you apart.
“Seeing that someone has an opinion is better than reading a resume,” he
said. “It’s really easy to go through life
only being a fraction of yourself.”
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Earth-Kind CEO comes to WKU as “Executive in Residence”
BY AARON MUDD
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Helen Sterk, department head and professor in the Communications Department

Kari Block, the CEO of Earth-Kind,
will answer student’s questions in a
question-and-answer session Wednesday Feb. 12 at 7 p.m. in the Grise Hall
auditorium for the Department of
Communication’s new Executive in
Residence program.
Helen Sterk, department head
and professor in the Communications Department, said that they
will try to invite people to speak at
the program who can help students
consider their career goals. Block
is the first such guest for this program.
Block worked with Earth-Kind, a
company that produces environmentally-friendly products, to develop
Fresh Cab, a poison-free rodent repellant that is safe to use around children
and animals.
Sam Ford, a client of Block, said
that Block developed Fresh Cab on

If they’re inventive and they think ‘What can I
do with a product? How can I turn a product into
a career?’ she will definitely have something to
say about that.”
her farm.
“They were having issues with rodents on the farm,” Ford said “She
began experimenting with all natural
products.”
Block’s research led her to develop
Fresh Cab, he said.
Ford, who is also director of audience management at Peppercomm
and a chairman elect for the WKU
communications department, will
interview Block and help host the
event.
“All of her research found that there
were a lot of things humans like and rodents don’t,” Ford said.

Block began selling her product
in local stores, and it is now available
across America and Canada, Ford said.
Ford said that the purpose of the
Executive in Residence program is to
bring executives from the business
world who can talk with the Department of Communications and elsewhere.
“WKU has a lot of entrance points,
orientation programs, first year programs,” Sterk said. “At least in our program we want to make sure there’s a
good exit point too, to help students
understand now what are you going to
do with this education.”

Sterk said that, as part of her visit to
WKU, Warberg will speak to five classes
across several disciplines.
“One is an entrepreneurship class,
one is agriculture—it’s a farm management class, she’s speaking to a
group communication class, and an
advanced organization class and our
senior capstone,” Sterk said. “She will
be speaking about communication
based topics with us, and farm management with them and how to build
a business with the entrepreneurship
class.”
Sterk also said that Block’s message
will relate to all students across many
disciplines.
“Her seven o’clock conversation
on Wednesday night is going to be
one that I think almost anyone can
connect with,” Sterk said. “If they’re
inventive and they think ‘What can I
do with a product? How can I turn a
product into a career?’ she will definitely have something to say about
that.”

Professors create campus actors access
BY MICHAEL HALL
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Saturday morning at 9 a.m., the
acting community of WKU came
together and auditioned on the
second floor of Mass Media and
Technology Hall.
Travis Newton, an assistant professor of film, along with colleague Ron
DeMarse, an associate professor of
film, and several other student filmmakers conducted professional auditions for acting positions at WKU.
Their goal was to create a database for filmmakers to refer to when
casting roles for their films. In the
world of film, casting is key, and
DeMarse said WKU film students

would benefit highly from what he
and Newton are doing.
“One big drawback for actors was
getting their names out, so bringing talented filmmakers and actors
together is a huge deal,” DeMarse
said. “It’s about using social media
to get out there.”
The filmmakers/professors have
honed in on the web and used it to
their advantage.
“It’s the Actor’s Access for Bowling Green,” said Newton.
Actor’s Access is an online database in the same sense, but on a
much broader scale. It is currently
used by industry professionals in
Chicago, Los Angeles and New York.
Sheets of dialogue, otherwise

known as sides, were laid out for
all of the actors. The sheets showed
a wide variety of characters with a
multitude of different emotions and
motivations, ultimately catering to
the many actors present.
Outside of the audition room, Wes
Manakee and Jeremy Baley, film students at WKU, sat at the sign-in table.
Manakee is also currently in production of a short film this semester.
His film was one of several chosen
out of 20 in his class. He’s helping out with the auditions because
he knows just how useful it will be
when the time comes to shoot his
movie.
“I’m hoping to potentially find
actors for my movie,” Manakee said.

Assistant Professor
Travis Newton, with
the help of colleague
Ron DeMarse, is in
the process of creating a database of
actors in the Bowling
Green area to help
connect film producers and actors. MIKE
CLARK/HERALD

WKU prepares for Energy Conservation Contest
BY TREY CRUMBIE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

WKU will once again engage in an energy conservation contest with other colleges and universities.
Campus Conservation Nationals (CCN) is one of
the largest electricity and water reduction competition programs for colleges and universities in the
world. This year, 156 universities and colleges in the
United States and Canada — including the University
of Louisville and University of Kentucky — registered
to participate. This is WKU's second year competing.
David Baskett, coordinator for facilities, said WKU
takes great interest in the national competition.
“It's just a national competition that we as a university are invested in so we just participate in it,”
Baskett said.
Sustainability Coordinator Christian Ryan-Downing said the competition can be very competitive.
“Some of these schools go all-out to try to win this
thing,” Ryan-Downing said.
The competition started Feb. 3 and will end April
25; however, participants only need to take part for
three weeks.
WKU's three-week period began Feb. 9 and will
conclude March 2. Ryan-Downing said the reason
those three weeks were chosen in particular was because it would be unfair for a portion of the competition to be held during spring break.

“If everybody is gone for spring break then we're
not using any energy and that's kind of like cheating,”
Ryan-Downing said.
The sustainability coordinator said the competition isn't a direct one per se, but is instead a contest
to see how much a campus can reduce its regular energy consumption.
“It's all about percent reduction,” she said.
This competition setup stems from a disparity in
energy capabilities across campuses — some colleges
or universities have gone to considerable lengths to
upgrade their buildings to conserve energy output.
“It's not really fair for us to compete with schools
that have super, super high efficient buildings if we
don't,” Ryan-Downing said.
The sustainability coordinator also said she has
taken note of the dorms' energy usage two weeks
prior to the competition and will compare them with
how much energy the dorms use during the threeweek competition period to determine how much
energy WKU saved.
Ryan-Downing said there is a contest for water and
electrical usage reduction, but because some dorms
do not have meters that track water usage, WKU can
only participate in the electrical reduction portion.
The two grand prizes for CCN are building dashboards that measure electricity or water consumption.
Ryan-Downing said there are many ways to reduce

WKUHERALD.com

electrical usage such as plugging appliances into a
single power strip and then turning off the strip when
it's no longer in use.
“It's so simple,” Ryan-Downing said. “Turn off and
unplug anything that draws electricity.”
In addition to the international competition, WKU
is also competing against the University of Kentucky,
University of Louisville and Berea College in a regional competition called Bluegrass Unplugged. The winner of Bluegrass Unplugged will receive a trophy in
the shape of a compact florescent light bulb.
WKU won the competition last year.
“We're going to keep that trophy,” Ryan-Downing
said.
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Students put on 2014 Leadership Conference
BY MACKENZIE MATHEWS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Saturday March 1 will mark the third
year for the 2014 WKU Leadership
Conference. It will be held in the Russell Miller Theatre in the Ivan Wilson
Center for Fine Arts, and registration
will begin at nine in the morning.
As this year’s executive director, Louisville senior Matt Brown said the conference will try to bring in local speakers or professional on-campus staff to
present on various topics about finding
success and leadership in a school setting.
“Our goal is to create a program to
educate students across WKU’s campus about what it takes to be a successful leader and student at the same

time,” he said.
Incorporating WKU’s infamous geographical element, the Hill, into the
leadership seminar, this year’s conference will be “Leading from the Top.”
Allie Sharp, a graduate advisor and
first-year graduate student from Nashville, said students will be able to attend lectures and presentations about
various forms of leadership with topics
ranging from budgeting to time management to diversity.
Sharp said it will be great to have
multiple professionals on campus to
help students with various school-related questions.
“The purpose is to get the word out
there and help students on campus,"
she said. "It helps with leadership skills
and there are speakers on everything,

and there are so many sessions you can
attend. It's great to have professionals
on campus that can help with that.”
The entire conference has been
planned and put together by undergraduate students and is available for
any student, undergraduate or graduate, to attend for free. Lunch and t-shirts
will also be provided.
Sharp said students now have a convenient occasion to seek the help they
may need to better their skills as students.
“It shows we’re invested in our students’ futures," she said. "My main
goal is to give these opportunities to
students."
Brown said he expects students will
come out of the conference with the
understanding of what they need to do

to be effective students.
“We hope that the students come
out of it knowing what has to be done
and how to do it – how to be a successful leader and kind of being more successful on campus and helping WKU
be more successful, as well,” he said.
The organizing staff on the conference is gaining just as much leadership
experience as the attendees. Sharp said
each member of the Executive Committee applied for a particular role he
or she had to take charge of, such as logistics or marketing.
As a whole, the group was given a
budget to work with, and the members
had to put on the conference in accordance with it.
Any undergraduate student can apply for next year’s committee.

Non-traditional student writes religious book
BY ANNA LAWSON
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
While some students struggled to
balance class, social life and sleep,
Laurie Gloyd juggled collegiate obligations with the pursuit of larger
goals.
Gloyd, 43, set out to publish her own
book, and she did so as a nursing student, wife and mother of six. The author said she has dreamt of publishing
a book since high school.
“At our 25-year high school anniversary, my friend showed me a
newspaper where we all said what we
wanted to accomplish in 10 years. I
was the only one who had done what
they said," Gloyd said.
Gloyd’s husband of 25 years, Richard, claims she always put the family first, and worked hard to not let her
work interfere with her home life.
“It wasn't a hassle on the family at
all, she always put her family first. She
would stay up late editing and working
on it so that it didn't interfere,” he said.
Gloyd fell in love with writing in

MCGEE

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
year starter at South Bend Washington
High School, which is roughly 30 miles
east of Michigan City High School,
where McGee attended. Tulsa selected
Diggins third overall in the 2013 WNBA
draft out of Notre Dame.
McGee said she still talks to Diggins,
and because their fathers are close, she
believes they’re fairly similar because of
the way they were raised.
“I was going through a bad time, and
I texted her,” McGee said. “Because she
always knows what to say – she’s just a
great person.
“I think we were brought up similar…
I feel like we have some of the same
morals and values when it comes to
our family," McGee said.
McGee ended her high school career
with more than 1,000 points and a career average of 20.1 points per game.
She briefly attended Eastern Illinois
University before transferring to Kilgore College, a community college in east
Texas with an average enrollment of
more than 5,000 students.
McGee’s father said that she wasn’t
prepared for the maturity level expected of a college athlete as an 18-year-old
freshman, which ultimately led her to
transfer to Kilgore.
“Junior colleges have a way of bring-

COLUMN
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then, the Toppers put together a sixgame win streak in different finishing
fashions.
This team continues to show that
when you think it's out of it, it's not.
They continue to show that the pieces
to their puzzle are complete, and that a
basketball game lasts 40 minutes, not
39:59. Just when you think that streak

thing will work out in the eyes of God.”
Gloyd weathered the stress and
remained opportunistic about future writing projects — she planned
to release more books in the future.
Though she kept her goals in mind,
the author said it was hard to devote
time to writing.
“It’s hard — I have ideas in mind,
and I try to jot some things down, but
I graduate with my nursing degree in
May and I am devoting a lot of time to
my studies right now," she said.
Gloyd worked hard to manage her
time wisely, in order to not sacrifice any
aspect of her life for another.
“She’s incredible. She decided to go
back to school full time after we had
our last child in school,” said Richard
Gloyd. “Then she decided to pursue
publishing the book."
However her husband isn't the only
one that has been inspired by Gloyd.
Sandra Norris, one of Gloyd’s closest
friends, attested to the fact that Gloyd
was a hard worker.
“She waited so long to publish the
book, and she was scared it wasn't

good enough,” Norris said.
“But she proved that when you have
a dream you should just do it. Don't put
it on the back burner. The way she lived
her life made me realize I was on the
wrong path and she helped me get on
the right one.”
Despite the arduous publication
process, Gloyd said she only regrets not
putting pen to paper sooner.
“Don’t give up on your dreams. It
took me a long time — I wrote the book
10 years ago,” she said. “But I never
gave up. If I had, then none of this
would have happened," she said.

ing you up to speed,” her father said.
“…When Bianca went to Kilgore, it was
the perfect situation for her…it couldn’t
have been scripted better.”
Kilgore was a pleasant surprise for
McGee, who averaged 15 points per
game in two seasons as a Lady Ranger, but she always knew she belonged
somewhere like WKU.
“It was kind of like a blessing in disguise,” McGee said. “I met a lot of people at Kilgore, Texas, and it was just a
great experience for me, and ultimately
I ended up here, which I feel like was
the plan for me. God led me here.”
WKU assistant coach Margaret Richards recruited McGee when she served
as an assistant at Weber State during
the 2011-12 season, but she wanted to
transfer somewhere closer to home.
Richards shortly left Weber State to join
Clark-Heard at WKU, where she continued to recruit McGee, who made the
decision to be a Lady Topper after an
appearance from a special guest on her
official visit.
“I didn’t know anything about Western Kentucky and Western Kentucky
didn’t know anything about me,” McGee said. “…I came on a visit and I just
felt at home…I’ve been on a lot of college visits and there’s not one visit that
I met the president…right away I told
them I was coming.”
McGee made the transition from
Kilgore to WKU seamlessly, as she re-

corded a double-double in her first
game and went on to score in double
figures in eight of her first nine contests
as a Lady Topper. The sharpshooter
started 20 of the 24 games she logged
minutes in and averaged 12.5 points
and 1.6 made three-pointers per game
during her first season on the Hill.
With seven regular season games remaining in her college career, she’s focused on setting an example for the 12
younger Lady Toppers.
“As a senior, you’re expected to be a
leader,” McGee said. “Even if it’s not
scoring the most points or anything
like that. It’s about molding everyone
else. So that way, when you leave, they
can continue the greatness.
“If we just follow the game plan, keep
getting better defensively and stick together as a team, I would honestly say
there’s not too much we can’t do," she
said. "I’m going to be realistic, but we
can be a really great team when we’re
listening and when we’re sticking together and playing our game.”
McGee graduated in December with
a degree in Interdisciplinary Studies,
and has always had aspirations of becoming a coach after her playing career. Naturally, she’s been learning as
much as she can from Clark-Heard,
who recorded the highest single-season turnaround in the Sun Belt conference in just her first year as a D-I coach.
“She gets on me sometimes,” McGee

said. “She always says I’m always trying
to read her, but I think that’s just the inner coach in me because I do always
look at her and what she’s doing…she
always says she’s preparing me because
she knows I want to be a coach.”
McGee has endured an unconventional ride through her college career, but McGee’s father, who still gets
goose bumps when thinking about his
daughter’s success, believes her faith is
what has allowed her to be so tough.
“What I’m so proud of is not so much
when she puts the ball in the basket or
makes a pass,” he said. “I’m proud of
her resilience and her strength. She has
had to deal with a lot.
“I believe that all of us have a destiny and God is looking over us all…I
believe with her faith in God and the
things that God has in store, it makes
her resilient," John McGee said. "Even
when she’s going through things, she
knows to go back to God.”
Despite the many ups and downs
on McGee’s roller-coaster journey, two
factors of her life have remained constant – her faith and family.
“God first,” McGee said. “I do have a
great relationship with God…that kills
most of my doubt. Then my family…
I just have a great supporting cast. I
know there’s a good handful of people
that I can call on when I’m down and
they’re going to do whatever they have
to do to pick me back up.”

is over with 10 minutes to go and down
13 points at Arkansas Little-Rock, junior guard Trency Jackson decides to
change your mind with the ball still in
his hands with nine-tenths of a second
left in the game.
I’ve often questioned this season
when the magic will run out for the
Toppers, only to find out the team is
a step ahead of me and finds different
guys to step up each game.
If George Fant doesn’t have a good
game, that’s fine; Trency Jackson will

take care of that with a career-high 20
points and fourth-place spot on Saturday night’s SportsCenter top 10 countdown.
If Jackson’s game isn’t in full swing like
his two-point outing against Texas State,
that’s fine too; Fant will ignite the team
with dunks on top of 21 points. Want to
rewind one game further and add more
names to the pot? Junior T.J. Price and
freshman Chris Harrison-Docks will
show up and shoot the lights out in Diddle Arena against UT-Arlington.

It was just two weeks ago when both
teams were hitting their strides in conference play. In that short amount of
time, they’ve drifted to opposite ends
of the belt, and it’s clear to see which
team has all its pieces together and
which one doesn’t.
Heading into a three-game home
stand, one team will look to avoid complacency and the other will search for
any way to get back on track, which
may be the perfect outline for both to
accomplish what they want.
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Laurie Gloyd, author

school, and that love resulted in a novel
called, “The Man in the Middle.” The
book transpires from the perspective
of Jason, a man who is crucified next to
Jesus.
“I wrote the book 15 years ago," she
said. “I didn't have the confidence then
to get it published, but the book was
never far from my mind. Something
kept on telling me to work on the book.
So, I started the process to get it published, which took around two years.”
Throughout the entire process,
Gloyd never let her studies lack. She
made school a priority and wrote in her
spare time.
“I did what I needed to do for class,
but I also forced myself to write in my
spare time," she said.
Gloyd faced problems when trying to handle the publication process,
schoolwork and family. However, she
found comfort in prayer and her religion.
“The days when I didn't turn to the
Lord, I felt like I would go insane," she
said. "I tried to have time for God every
day to get my thoughts focused. Every-
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I did what I needed to do
for class, but I also forced
myself to write in my
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TRACK & FIELD

Ramsey sweeps the field at Meyo Invitational
BY JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Jessica Ramsey swept the throwing
events while 12 new personal records
arose at the Meyo Invitational this
weekend in South Bend, Ind.
Ramsey clinched the competition after dishing out two solid performances
in the put and weight throw. Her marks
of 53-feet-7 ½ inches and 66-feet-5 ¾
inches respectively were good enough
for her fourth straight Sun Belt Conference Field Athlete oF The Week to
keep her competitive streak alive. This
was the third consecutive meet that
Ramsey had either set a school record
or won.
“Ramsey has made a disciplined overall commitment to her training,” coach
Erik Jenkins said. “She has worked with
our strength and conditioning coach
Dwayne Hall to increase her power
output and with her event coach Ashley Muffet-Duncan to be technically
consistent."
Throws coach Muffet-Duncan said

Ramsey is one of the best.
“I’ve been lucky enough to see track
& field competed at on the very highest level—a world-class level,” MuffetDuncan said. "And I think oftentimes I
tell (Ramsey) too often that I have seen
few athletes that can compete at her
intensity.”
The Hilltoppers 4x400-meter relay
sits at a cool 13th national ranking after putting up a time of 3:08.75, good
for third at the meet behind Ohio State
and Notre Dame. Freshman Ventavius
Sears—whose weekend escalades are
not limited to this event—led off with
the senior trio of Chris Chamness, Marcus Winstead and Elvyonn Bailey following suit.
Their time is second-fastest in WKU
history.
“What’s so difficult about relay events
is you have to have four guys that compete at the very highest level,” Jenkins
said. “We have about six guys that give
us a good chance in the event.”
Sears managed to post personal records in the 200-meter dash, triple

Ashley Muffet-Duncan, throws coach

I've been lucky enough to see track & field competed
at on the very highest level-a world class level.”
jump, and long jump. His 200-meter
dash clocking of 21.28 seconds was
good for third place and improves on
his already Sun Belt leading time. His
long jump of 7.37 meters ranks second
in the league.
Sears, his fellow freshman Emmanuel Dasor (21.54) and sophomore
Ja’Karyus Redwine (21.64) hold three of
the top four times in the Sun Belt this
season.
Bailey's and Chamness’ successes
were not limited to the 4x400 meter
relay either. Bailey dashed to a time of
47.26 in the 400-meter dash -- good for
runner-up honors. Chamness was at
his heels with a time of 47.94 and came
in fourth place.
The sophomore running duo of Ka-

tie Lever and Lindsey Hinken claimed
the top two spots in the SBC for the
3000-meter run. Lever finished in
9:45.63, with Hinken right behind at
9:50.99.
Senior two-time All-American David
Mokone placed second in the 800-meter run with a time of 1:50.49.
Junior Cyrus Johnson leads the Sun
Belt with his triple-jump mark of 50feet-2 ½ inches, a clip good for third
at the meet and a 30th-place national
ranking.
The Toppers will compete in the Iowa
State Classic and SPIRE Division I Invitational next weekend before packing
up and traveling to Birmingham, Ala.,
for the Sun Belt Conference Indoor
Track and Field Championships Feb.
24-25.

SOFTBALL

Softball earns three wins in season opening tournament
BY AUSTIN LANTER
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The WKU Lady Toppers softball
team earned three wins in the FGCU/
Four Points by Sheraton Invitational in
Fort Myers, Fla., this past weekend.
The team finished the weekend
3-1-1 with the lone loss and tie coming
from the Eagles of Florida Gulf Coast
(5-0-1).
“I think it was a good first outing
for us to start the first day off with two
wins, which is huge,” first-year coach
Amy Tudor said. “I thought we did a
nice job of staying in every ball game.”
The team opened the Tudor era with
a 9-1 win over Liberty (0-5) in six innings on Friday. Later that day the Lady

Toppers were pitted against a team
from the SEC in Ole Miss (2-3). After
trailing for the majority of the game,
the team was able to pull out the 3-2
win.
“It’s always good to beat an SEC opponent,” Tudor said. “Especially since
they’re (the SEC) the best conference in
the nation as of right now. All wins are
good wins.”
Georgetown (2-3) would be the next
opponent for WKU on Saturday, and although the Lady Toppers only scored in
one inning, they were able to shut their
opponents out and pick up a 6-0 win.
The team hit its first roadblock of
the season later that afternoon, however, against the host school in Florida
Gulf Coast. The Eagles came from one

run down to tie the game in the fourth
and scored the game-winning run the
next inning to hand WKU its first loss of
the season, 3-2.
“It was a battle,” Tudor said. “We
want to make sure we’re not coasting
and have a sense of urgency. It’s never
fun to lose, but there are some things in
the game we need to get better at. We
took ourselves out of that game with
some mental mistakes and some defensive mistakes.”
The two teams met again less than
24 hours later. WKU looked to bounce
back from the loss and FGCU tried to
keep its spotless record intact. However, due to a travel curfew, the game was
called after six innings and the teams
tied 1-1.

Senior pitcher Emily Rousseau (2-1)
pitched both games on Friday and the
second game on Saturday. In the two
wins, Rousseau pitched 11 innings, allowed two runs on eight hits and struck
out eight batters.
“She pitched quite a few games for
me this weekend and she was actually under the weather,” Tudor said. “I
was proud of her efforts whenever she
wasn’t feeling good. It didn’t stop her
from being effective.”
WKU will travel to the opposite
coast this coming weekend to participate in UCLA’s Stacy Winsberg Memorial Tournament in Los Angeles, where
the Lady Toppers will be pitted against
No. 13 UCLA (5-0), Robert Morris (4-0)
and UC-Davis(1-4).

SPORTS

SIDELINES

WKU basketball
on opposite ends
of the spectrum
BY ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
February
has
brought some of the
best and the worst
out of basketball
on the Hill. Nearing
the finish of WKU’s
final ride in the Sun
Belt Conference, the
Topper and Lady
PRATT
Topper basketball
Sports
teams are in comEditor
pletely opposite predicaments.
In one locker room, you have
a team full of guys who continue
to shape the identity of the phrase
‘Never Say Never’ into something
other than a pitiful Justin Bieber
movie (no, I haven’t watched it).
It’s a team that has all the pieces it
needs – plus some depth – to run
through the Sun Belt like it's shown
with a six-game win streak.
In the other locker room, the
mood is completely opposite. The
Lady Toppers have hit a fork in the
road without a win this month and
three consecutive games without a
win.
Leaving January, both the men’s
and women’s teams were riding
confident win streaks in the conference, except only one of them has
kept its streak alive. The difference
is one team has all its pieces complete to the puzzle, but the other is
missing one.
There was a stretch there for
a while where the Lady Toppers
looked fine without junior guard
Alexis Govan. The team put together a 6-2 record in the conference before its recent collapse by
relying on the insurance of Chastity
Gooch and positive development
of redshirt freshman guard Kendall
Noble. Senior guard Bianca McGee
and sophomore guard Micah Jones
continue to hold down the perimeter shots.
A lot of players turned their game
up a notch when Govan went out,
and it paid off. It was impressive to
watch, and because of that, it shows
that Govan’s absence can no longer
be an excuse for the team's inability
to execute.
Even if they aren’t going to make
excuses, it’s evident that they need
their leader back. Govan is the
player the Lady Toppers need back
for her unmatchable quickness and
ability to get to the basket that gives
other defenses fits.
Right now, the Lady Toppers sit
at fourth place in the Sun Belt, but
only one game separates four different teams from the third-place
spot. It works out in favor for WKU,
who hosts three of the Sun Belt’s
lesser teams for a three-game home
stand in Diddle.
There’s no easement and there’s
no excuse to come if the Lady Toppers want to get back on track.
For the Toppers, what’s not to
enjoy about watching this team? I
wrote online a few weeks ago about
how the team may have defined its
season after a double-overtime win
over Arkansas State Jan. 18. Since
SEE COLUMN PAGE B4
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WKU senior guard Bianca McGee drives past guard Tahlia Pope (11) during the second half of WKU's game
against the University of Texas at Arlington Wednesday, Jan. 29 at Diddle Arena. The Lady Toppers pulled off a
59-46 victory, and McGee led the team with 17 points. MIKE CLARK/HERALD

Lady Topper senior finds success through faith, family
BY KYLE WILLIAMS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The first thing that comes to mind
for most people regarding the Western
Kentucky women’s basketball team is
likely junior guard Alexis Govan, junior
forward Chastity Gooch or coach Michelle Clark-Heard – for good reason.
Govan is the Sun Belt’s Preseason
Player of the Year and All-Conference
First Team selection along with Gooch,
and Clark-Heard is the reigning Sun Belt
Coach of the Year. However, WKU fans
should be cognizant of another piece of
the Lady Toppers’ puzzle: senior guard
Bianca McGee.
The 5-foot-9-inch senior guard is
the Lady Toppers’ third leading scorer
at 10.9 points per game and is fourth in
minutes played at 26.1 per game. McGee started 20 games last season, but
solidified her role as the Lady Toppers’
offensive spark off the bench earlier in
the year.
“As a coaching staff, you always feel
like you need someone to be that spark
off the bench,” Clark-Heard said. “And
someone that can definitely bring an
immediate impact, and that’s what Bianca’s done…the biggest thing is that
she’s a senior now, so she has that leadership.
“She brings a ton to our team,” ClarkHeard said. “She’s very focused. She’s
one of the players that just left my office
- always coming in trying to figure out
things about the opponent she needs to
know, so I’m super excited about Bianca
and what she’s brought to the table, and I
know she’ll continue to keep doing it because she’s just growing more and more

10.9

points per game

26.1

minutes per game

31

percent three-point
shooter

2.6

rebounds per game

each day.”
Her reserve role has transformed into
time in the starting lineup due to the
absence of Govan for all of conference
play. McGee started three of the Lady
Toppers’ 11 games before Govan's injury
Jan. 1. Since then, McGee started in ninestraight conference contests of the game
she grew to love in Michigan City, Ind.
McGee, being the family-oriented person that she is, said she developed a love
for basketball because she wanted to be
just like her oldest sister.
“When I first started playing basketball, it was an ongoing thing with my
sisters,” McGee said. “…My oldest sister
was kind of like a mother to me…that’s
why I wore number 22, because she wore
number 22. I wanted to be just like her,
so I started developing my own love for
the game.”
As McGee grew up, her father, John
McGee, saw potential in her game as
early as when she was eight or nine years
old as she began playing Amateur Athletic Union basketball. Her father would
never let her have a job when she was
growing up because he wanted her to focus on two things: school and basketball.
“Some of my friends, they had jobs,”
McGee said. “They used to buy all the
latest clothes with their little jobs and
I always wanted to get a job just to say
I had a job and he wouldn’t let me. He
said, ‘your job is school and basketball
and I’ll get you everything you need and
you will earn the things you want.’”
As she continued her AAU career,
McGee found herself playing alongside
Skylar Diggins, former McDonald’s AllAmerican and current member of the
WNBA’s Tulsa Shock. Diggins was a four-

SEE MCGEE PAGE B4

BASEBALL

Three Toppers named to Preseason All-Sun Belt Conference team
BY HERALD SPORTS STAFF
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The 2014 Sun Belt Conference preseason coaches’ poll posits that the Toppers will finish sixth in the league. If WKU
baseball wants to win the conference title
during its last year in the Sun Belt, it will
have to defy these projections.
Louisiana-Lafayette overwhelmingly secured the top spot in the preseason poll with
98 points.WKU received 45 points in the vote.
Seniors Scott Wilcox, Regan Flaherty
and junior Ian Tompkins represent
WKU on the 2014 preseason All-Sun
Belt Conference team.
Wilcox serves as the only utility player
on the preseason selection and Tompkins represents the lone relief pitcher
selected. Flaherty represents one of
three outfielders selected.

Wilcox combined to start 124 games at
all four infield positions over his career
at WKU. He helped turn 31 of WKU’s 42
double plays last season and had 150
assists. At the plate, he led the Toppers
with 77 hits, 16 doubles and two triples.
Flaherty follows his teammate up
in success at bat, finishing 2013 with
16 doubles, 36 RBIs and 68 hits while
boasting a .288 batting average. His defensive outing produced 130 putouts
and a fielding percentage of .985.
Tompkins' role as a relief pitcher last
season ranked as one the conference’s
best in just over 35 innings pitched. The
junior southpaw had the lowest ERA on
the team at 2.29 and led the team with
15.03 strikeouts per nine innings.
The Toppers begin the season Friday
at Nick Denese Field against Southern
Illinois at 3:00 p.m.
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UL Lafayette (8)
WKU
45 points
98 points

1
2
3
4
5

South Alabama (1)
82 points
Troy
77 points
Texas State
57 points
UT Arlington
48 points

6
7
8
9
10

Arkansas State
41 points
Georgia State
41 points
UALR
33 points
ULM (1)
28 points

